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The Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

August 29 & 30, 2020 

 

What God Does: Life Everlasting.  

 

 

 

Opening Hymn The Church’s One Foundation (stanzas 1, 2, 5)  

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 538 
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M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, 

asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 1 

 
 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen.  

 
 

 Kyrie: Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The Kyrie (“Lord, have mercy”) has been used as a 

response by the Christian Church since ancient times. It is the first of five major liturgical songs or 

canticles. A canticle (coming from the Latin for “little song”) is a liturgical song based on a Biblical 

text, but not generally coming from the Psalms. In today’s liturgy, the Kyrie is placed between the 

confession of sins and the absolution. It is sung as a penitential plea for forgiveness to the triune God 

and can be sung in confidence because we know that we have a merciful and loving God who comes to 

the aid of his people. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

 Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift of grace that we come into your presence 

and offer true and faithful service. Grant that our worship on earth may always be pleasing to 

you, and in the life to come give us the fulfillment of what you have promised; through Jesus 

Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Joshua 2:8-21 

 

Through grace, Rahab served God and was brought into his family.  

 

 Before the spies lay down for the night, Rahab went up on the roof and said to them, “I know that 

the LORD has given this land to you and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in 

this country are melting in fear because of you. We have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the 

Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the 

Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed. When we heard of it, our hearts melted 

and everyone’s courage failed because of you, for the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on 

the earth below. Now then, please swear to me by the LORD that you will show kindness to my family, 

because I have shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign that you will spare the lives of my father 

and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them, and that you will save us from death.” 

 “Our lives for your lives!” the men assured her. “If you don’t tell what we are doing, we will treat 

you kindly and faithfully when the LORD gives us the land.” 

 So she let them down by a rope through the window, for the house she lived in was part of the city 

wall. Now she had said to them, “Go to the hills so the pursuers will not find you. Hide yourselves there 

three days until they return, and then go on your way.” 

 The men said to her, “This oath you made us swear will not be binding on us unless, when we enter 

the land, you have tied this scarlet cord in the window through which you let us down, and unless you 

have brought your father and mother, your brothers and all your family into your house. If anyone goes   
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outside your house into the street, his blood will be on his own head; we will not be responsible. As for 

anyone who is in the house with you, his blood will be on our head if a hand is laid on him. But if you 

tell what we are doing, we will be released from the oath you made us swear.” 

 “Agreed,” she replied. “Let it be as you say.” So she sent them away and they departed. And she 

tied the scarlet cord in the window. 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 133-134 

 

Through grace, the Church is motivated to come together in unity. 

 

 

 

 How good and pleasant it is 

  when brothers live together in unity! 

 

 For there the LORD bestows his blessing, 

  even life forevermore.  Refrain 

 

 Praise the LORD, all you servants of the LORD 

  who minister in the house of the LORD. 

 

 Lift up your hands in the sanctuary 

  and praise the LORD. 

 

 May the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth, 

  bless you from Zion. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain  
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Second Lesson Romans 11:13-15, 28-32 

 

Through grace, the Gentiles are also grafted into the Church. 

 
  I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I make much of my 

ministry in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to envy and save some of them. For if 

their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? 

 As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies on your account; but as far as election is 

concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, for God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable. Just 

as you who were at one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as a result of their 

disobedience, so they too have now become disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy 

as a result of God’s mercy to you. For God has bound all men over to disobedience so that he may have 

mercy on them all. 

 

Verse of the Day 

 Alleluia, alleluia. The Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 

discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

 

 

Gospel Matthew 15:21-28 

 

Through grace, the Canaanite woman was commended for her faith. 

 

 Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. A Canaanite woman from that 

vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is suffering 

terribly from demon-possession.” 

 Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her away, for she 

keeps crying out after us.” 

 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” 

 The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said.  
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 He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs.” 

 “Yes, Lord,” she said, “but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 

 Then Jesus answered, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter 

was healed from that very hour. 

 

 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day When In the Hour of Utmost Need 

 Christian Worship 413 
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Sermon Acts 14:21-28 

What God Does: Life Everlasting  

 

 They preached the good news in that city and won a large number of disciples. Then they returned 

to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the 

faith. “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God,” they said. Paul and Barnabas 

appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lord, in 

whom they had put their trust. After going through Pisidia, they came into Pamphylia, and when they 

had preached the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia. 

 From Attalia they sailed back to Antioch, where they had been committed to the grace of God for 

the work they had now completed. On arriving there, they gathered the church together and reported all 

that God had done through them and how he had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. And they 

stayed there a long time with the disciples. 

 

Please stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary,  

   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell.  

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy Christian Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,   

   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated  
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Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

M: Lord of the Church, you bring your children together as a family of believers in worship and 

praise to you. 

 

C: We give you thanks for the many blessings you have bestowed upon us. 

 

M: For our congregation and our school, as we come together regularly around Word and 

sacrament and as we strive to proclaim your name to a watching world, 

 

C: We give you thanks, O Lord. 

 

M: For our called workers: pastors, teachers, and staff ministers, as they faithfully teach and 

preach your truth in the face of opposition and derision, 

 

C: We give you thanks, O Lord. 

 

M: For our worker training schools and for those studying for the public ministry, as they grow in 

the grace and knowledge of you and as they prepare to embark upon lives of Christian service 

and leadership, 

 

C: We give you thanks, O Lord. 

 

M: For those young people among us considering full-time service in your Kingdom, and for all 

those who encourage and support them as they seek your calling for their lives, 

 

C: We give you thanks, O Lord. 

 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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M: For the great multitude standing before your throne and singing your praises, as they live in the 

glory of your perfect rule, we give you thanks, O Lord. 

 

C: Preserve our unity of faith here on earth until we add our voices to the heavenly chorus 

in the glorious song that will never end. Amen.  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn Jerusalem the Golden 

  Christian Worship Supplement 728 
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Please stand 

 

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 

read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word, 

we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace.  

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated  
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Closing Hymn Jersalem, My Happy Home (stanzas 1, 4, 5) 

 Christian Worship 215 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 
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Serving at Worship 

 

Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Musician Lisa Eggebrecht, piano (Saturday) 

 Megan Bauer, piano (Sunday) 

 Lynn Kozlowski, organ (Sunday) 

 Julie Handeland & Kristi Meyer, handbells (Sunday)  

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• Kellen Parker Cardoza, son of John C. and Kayla (née Miller) Cardoza, who was baptized in a 

private ceremony on Saturday, August 29. 

 

• Kevin Travis, recovering from knee surgery. 

 
 
 

Readings for the Week of Pentecost 13 
 

 

 

M Mark 1:21-28 Isaiah 42:1-8 

T 2 Kings 20:1-7 Isaiah 38:9-20 

W James 5:13-18 Acts 9:31-42 

R Matthew 9:35-38 Matthew 9:27-34 

F Mark 5:22-43 Matthew 8:14-17 

S Luke 4:38-44 Isaiah 35:5-10 



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf @sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


